
ELL Standardized Assessment: LAS Links (CTB) 
 
The LAS Links Assessments measure language proficiency within five grade spans: K-1, 2-3, 4-
5, 6-8, and 9-12.  Within each grade span, a student can be assigned to one of the five 
proficiency levels: Beginning, Early Intermediate, Intermediate, Proficient, or Above 
Proficient. 
 
The table below provides the description of learners at each level of proficiency.  
 

Proficiency 
Level 1 

BEGINNING 
A Level 1 student is beginning to develop receptive and productive uses of 
English in the school context, although comprehension may be 
demonstrated nonverbally or through the native language, rather than in 
English. 

Proficiency 
Level 2 

EARLY INTERMEDIATE 
A Level 2 student is developing the ability to communicate in English 
within the school context.  Errors impede basic communication and 
comprehension.  Lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse features of 
English are emerging. 

Proficiency 
Level 3 

INTERMEDIATE 
A Level 3 student is developing the ability to communicate effectively in 
English across a range of grade-level-appropriate language demands in the 
school context.  Errors interfere with communication and comprehension. 
Repetition and negotiation are often needed.  The student exhibits a 
limited range of lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse features 
when addressing new and familiar topics. 

Proficiency 
Level 4 

PROFICIENT 
A Level 4 student communicates effectively in English across a range of 
grade-level-appropriate language demands in the school context, even 
though errors occur.  The student exhibits productive and receptive 
control of lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse features when 
addressing new and familiar topics. 

Proficiency 
Level 5 

ABOVE PROFICIENT 
A Level 5 student communicates effectively in English, with few if any 
errors, across a wide range of grade-level-appropriate language demands 
in the school context.  The student commands a high degree of productive 
and receptive control of lexical, syntactic, phonological, and discourse 
features when addressing new and familiar topics. 

 

 
	  



LAS Links Proficiency Level Descriptors for Kindergarten 
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y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 e

ffe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
ac

ro
ss

 a
 w

id
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 la

ng
ua

ge
 

de
m

an
ds

 in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

.  
Er

ro
rs

 in
te

rfe
re

 
wi

th
 c

om
m

un
ica

tio
n 

an
d 

co
m

pr
eh

en
sio

n.
  

Re
pe

tit
io

n 
an

d 
ne

go
tia

tio
n 

ar
e 

of
te

n 
ne

ed
ed

.  
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t e
xh

ib
its

 a
 lim

ite
d 

ra
ng

e 
of

 le
xic

al,
 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, p
ho

no
lo

gi
ca

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 
wh

en
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r t
op

ics
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 2

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 in

 E
ng

lis
h 

wi
th

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

.  
Er

ro
rs

 im
pe

de
 b

as
ic 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  L
ex

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, p
ho

no
lo

gi
ca

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
re

 e
m

er
gi

ng
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 1

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 

an
d 

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 
us

es
 o

f E
ng

lis
h 

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 
co

nt
ex

t, 
alt

ho
ug

h 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n 

m
ay

 b
e 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

d 
no

nv
er

ba
lly

 o
r t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
na

tiv
e 

lan
gu

ag
e,

 ra
th

er
 th

an
 E

ng
lis

h.
 

Wr
iti

ng
 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 fo
rm

 
re

gu
lar

 p
lu

ra
l n

ou
ns

 a
nd

 p
os

se
ss

ive
 

pr
on

ou
ns

, u
se

 s
en

te
nc

e-
en

di
ng

 m
ar

ks
 in

 a
n 

ex
cla

m
at

or
y 

se
nt

en
ce

, d
iff

er
en

tia
te

 b
et

we
en

 
co

m
pl

et
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
an

d 
fra

gm
en

ts
, a

nd
 

wr
ite

 a
 c

om
pl

et
e 

se
nt

en
ce

 to
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

a 
pi

ct
ur

e 
or

 to
 e

xp
lai

n 
a 

pr
ef

er
en

ce
; 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n 
is 

cle
ar

 a
nd

 c
om

pl
et

e,
 

th
ou

gh
 it

 m
ay

 c
on

ta
in

 m
in

or
 e

rro
rs

. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 c

or
re

ct
 

gr
am

m
ar

 s
uc

h 
as

 s
in

gu
lar

 n
ou

ns
, s

ub
jec

t 
pr

on
ou

ns
, s

ub
jec

t/v
er

b 
ag

re
em

en
t, 

au
xil

ia
ry

 
ve

rb
s, 

an
d 

fu
tu

re
 te

ns
e;

 u
se

 w
rit

in
g 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
 s

uc
h 

as
 c

ap
ita

liz
at

io
n 

an
d 

se
nt

en
ce

-e
nd

in
g 

m
ar

ks
 in

 d
ec

lar
at

ive
, 

in
te

rro
ga

tiv
e,

 a
nd

 im
pe

ra
tiv

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s; 

an
d 

id
en

tif
y 

st
an

da
rd

 s
en

te
nc

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

 

In
te

rm
ed

iat
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 ty
pi

ca
lly

 u
se

 v
er

bs
 in

 
th

e 
in

fin
iti

ve
 a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

a 
pi

ct
ur

e 
or

 
ex

pl
ai

n 
a 

pr
ef

er
en

ce
 b

y 
wr

iti
ng

 a
 s

im
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

 o
r s

en
te

nc
e 

th
at

 m
ay

 c
on

ta
in

 s
om

e 
gr

am
m

at
ica

l a
nd

/o
r m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l e
rro

rs
 th

at
 

do
 n

ot
 im

pe
de

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
. 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 w

rit
e 

on
e 

or
 m

or
e 

wo
rd

s 
th

at
 a

tte
m

pt
 to

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
a 

pi
ct

ur
e 

or
 e

xp
lai

n 
a 

pr
ef

er
en

ce
. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 s
kil

ls 
in

 E
ng

lis
h.

 

Re
ad

in
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 id
en

tif
y 

les
s-

fre
qu

en
t 

rh
ym

in
g 

wo
rd

s, 
us

e 
co

nt
ex

t 
clu

es
 to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

s 
of

 
wo

rd
s, 

re
ca

ll s
ub

tle
 d

et
ai

ls 
an

d 
de

te
rm

in
e 

se
qu

en
ce

 in
 a

 
pa

ss
ag

e,
 a

nd
 u

se
 in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

an
d 

in
fe

re
nc

e 
to

 c
om

pr
eh

en
d 

a 
st

or
y. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

di
sc

rim
in

at
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
an

d 
en

di
ng

 s
ou

nd
s, 

id
en

tif
y 

fre
qu

en
tly

 u
se

d 
rh

ym
in

g 
wo

rd
s, 

m
at

ch
 w

or
ds

 to
 d

ef
in

iti
on

s 
or

 
de

sc
rip

tio
ns

, r
ec

all
 e

ve
nt

s 
in

 
th

e 
st

or
y 

in
 a

 p
as

sa
ge

 re
ad

 
alo

ud
, a

nd
 re

ad
 s

im
pl

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

id
en

tif
y 

en
di

ng
 s

ou
nd

s, 
de

co
de

 
ba

sic
 s

ho
rt-

vo
we

l w
or

ds
, a

nd
 

m
at

ch
 w

or
ds

 to
 p

ict
ur

es
. 

Ea
rly

 in
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 id

en
tif

y 
ca

pi
ta

l le
tte

rs
 

an
d 

lo
we

rc
as

e 
let

te
rs

 in
 

iso
lat

io
n,

 id
en

tif
y 

fre
qu

en
tly

 
us

ed
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 s
ou

nd
s, 

an
d 

re
ca

ll i
m

po
rta

nt
 d

et
ail

s 
in

 a
 te

xt
 

pa
ss

ag
e 

re
ad

 a
lo

ud
. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 d
ev

elo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 
an

d 
pr

od
uc

tiv
e 

sk
ills

 in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 

Lis
te

ni
ng

 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 re
ca

ll m
in

or
 d

et
ail

s 
an

d 
st

at
ed

 s
eq

ue
nc

e 
of

 
ev

en
ts

 a
nd

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

th
e 

m
ain

 id
ea

 in
 a

n 
or

al 
st

or
y. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

fo
llo

w 
sim

pl
e 

or
al 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 

by
 d

ist
in

gu
ish

in
g 

th
e 

lo
ca

tio
n 

of
 a

n 
ob

jec
t i

n 
re

lat
io

n 
to

 
an

ot
he

r o
bj

ec
t, 

re
ca

ll s
ta

te
d 

de
ta

ils
 in

 a
n 

or
al 

st
or

y, 
an

d 
m

ak
e 

sim
pl

e 
in

fe
re

nc
es

. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 fo

llo
w 

sim
pl

e 
or

al 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 b
y 

di
st

in
gu

ish
in

g 
be

tw
ee

n 
let

te
rs

, w
or

ds
, 

sh
ap

es
, a

nd
/o

r n
um

be
rs

 a
nd

 
de

te
rm

in
in

g 
de

sc
rib

ed
 

lo
ca

tio
ns

. 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 fo

llo
w 

sim
pl

e 
or

al 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 u
sin

g 
kn

ow
led

ge
 o

f 
ev

er
yd

ay
 ta

sk
s, 

ac
ad

em
-ic

 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y, 

id
en

tif
ica

tio
n 

of
 

ba
sic

 s
ha

pe
s, 

let
te

rs
 a

nd
 

nu
m

be
rs

, a
nd

 c
om

m
on

 
lo

ca
tio

ns
. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 d
ev

elo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 

sk
ills

 in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 

Sp
ea

kin
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 p
ro

du
ce

 
sim

pl
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
wi

th
 n

o 
gr

am
m

at
ica

l e
rro

rs
 

wh
en

 m
ak

in
g 

re
qu

es
ts

 a
nd

 c
on

du
ct

in
g 

tra
ns

ac
tio

ns
 in

 th
e 

cla
ss

ro
om

 o
r d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
fa

m
ilia

r s
oc

ia
l s

itu
at

io
ns

 o
r a

 p
ro

ce
ss

.  
Th

ey
 

te
ll a

 s
im

pl
e 

st
or

y 
wi

th
 n

at
ive

-li
ke

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

an
d 

gr
am

m
ar

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 to
 th

e 
ag

e.
 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 p

ro
du

ce
 s

im
pl

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 m
in

or
 e

rro
rs

 w
he

n 
m

ak
in

g 
re

qu
es

ts
 a

nd
 c

on
du

ct
in

g 
tra

ns
ac

tio
ns

 in
 th

e 
cla

ss
ro

om
, u

se
 a

cc
ur

at
e 

lab
els

 fo
r l

es
s-

co
m

m
on

 o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 b
rie

fly
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

th
ei

r 
pu

rp
os

e,
 a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

sc
ho

ol
-re

lat
ed

 
pr

oc
es

se
s. 

 T
he

y 
te

ll a
 s

im
pl

e 
st

or
y 

wi
th

 m
os

tly
 

co
rre

ct
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
an

d 
gr

am
m

ar
. 

In
te

rm
ed

iat
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 ty
pi

ca
lly

 u
se

 a
pp

ro
pr

iat
e 

wo
rd

s 
an

d 
ph

ra
se

s 
wh

en
 c

on
du

ct
in

g 
tra

ns
ac

tio
ns

 a
nd

 m
ak

in
g 

re
qu

es
ts

 in
 s

oc
ial

 a
nd

 
ac

ad
em

ic 
se

tti
ng

s, 
pr

od
uc

e 
ac

cu
ra

te
 la

be
ls 

fo
r 

co
m

m
on

 o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
co

m
m

on
 

fu
nc

tio
ns

, a
nd

 p
ro

du
ce

 s
en

te
nc

es
 w

ith
 e

rro
rs

 
th

at
 d

o 
no

t i
nt

er
fe

re
 w

ith
 c

om
m

un
ica

tio
n 

wh
en

 
de

sc
rib

in
g 

so
cia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
. 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
fo

r c
om

m
on

 o
bj

ec
ts

 in
 s

oc
ia

l a
nd

 
ac

ad
em

ic 
sit

ua
tio

ns
, p

ro
du

ce
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 
ph

ra
se

s 
wh

en
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
so

cia
l s

itu
at

io
ns

, a
nd

 
us

e 
ba

sic
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
an

d 
sim

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

or
 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
re

lat
ed

 to
 a

 s
eq

ue
nc

e 
of

 p
ict

ur
es

 
ab

ou
t f

am
ilia

r s
et

tin
gs

. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 s
kil

ls 
in

 E
ng

lis
h.

 

 

5 
Ab

ov
e 

Pr
of

ici
en

t 

4 
Pr

of
ici

en
t 

3 
In

te
r-

m
ed

ia
te

 

2 
Ea

rly
 

In
te

r-
m

ed
ia

te
 

1 
Be

gi
nn

in
g 



 
LAS Links Proficiency Level Descriptors for Grades 2-3 

 

Ov
er

al
l 

A 
Le

ve
l 5

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 

En
gl

ish
, w

ith
 fe

w 
if 

an
y 

er
ro

rs
, a

cr
os

s 
a 

wi
de

 
ra

ng
e 

of
 g

ra
de

-le
ve

l-a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 la
ng

ua
ge

 
de

m
an

ds
 in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 c

on
te

xt
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t 

co
m

m
an

ds
 a

 h
ig

h 
de

gr
ee

 o
f p

ro
du

ct
ive

 a
nd

 
re

ce
pt

ive
 c

on
tro

l o
f l

ex
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, 

ph
on

ol
og

ica
l, 

an
d 

di
sc

ou
rs

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

he
n 

ad
dr

es
sin

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r t
op

ics
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 4

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 

En
gl

ish
 a

cr
os

s 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 la

ng
ua

ge
 d

em
an

ds
 in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 

co
nt

ex
t, 

ev
en

 th
ou

gh
 e

rro
rs

 o
cc

ur
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t e

xh
ib

its
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 a
nd

 re
ce

pt
ive

 
co

nt
ro

l o
f l

ex
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, p

ho
no

lo
gi

ca
l, 

an
d 

di
sc

ou
rs

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

he
n 

ad
dr

es
sin

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r t
op

ics
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 3

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 e

ffe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
ac

ro
ss

 a
 

wi
de

 ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 

lan
gu

ag
e 

de
m

an
ds

 in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

.  
Er

ro
rs

 in
te

rfe
re

 w
ith

 c
om

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  R
ep

et
iti

on
 a

nd
 n

eg
ot

ia
tio

n 
ar

e 
of

te
n 

ne
ed

ed
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t e

xh
ib

its
 a

 
lim

ite
d 

ra
ng

e 
of

 le
xic

al,
 s

yn
ta

ct
ic,

 p
ho

no
lo

gi
ca

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 w
he

n 
ad

dr
es

sin
g 

ne
w 

an
d 

fa
m

ilia
r t

op
ics

. 

A 
Le

ve
l 2

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 in

 E
ng

lis
h 

wi
th

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 
co

nt
ex

t. 
 E

rro
rs

 im
pe

de
 b

as
ic 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  L
ex

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, 
ph

on
ol

og
ica

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
re

 
em

er
gi

ng
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 1

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 u
se

s 
of

 E
ng

lis
h 

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

, a
lth

ou
gh

 c
om

pr
eh

en
sio

n 
m

ay
 

be
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
d 

no
nv

er
ba

lly
 o

r t
hr

ou
gh

 th
e 

na
tiv

e 
lan

gu
ag

e,
 ra

th
er

 th
an

 E
ng

lis
h.

 

Wr
iti

ng
 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 u
se

 
ve

rb
 te

ns
e 

ag
re

em
en

t, 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 
in

de
fin

ite
 a

rti
cle

s, 
pu

nc
tu

at
io

n 
in

 d
at

es
.  

Th
ey

 w
rit

e 
flu

en
tly

 to
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

a 
pi

ct
ur

e 
or

 to
 e

xp
lai

n 
a 

pr
ef

er
en

ce
; 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n 
is 

cle
ar

 a
nd

 c
om

pl
et

e,
 

th
ou

gh
 it

 m
ay

 c
on

ta
in

 m
in

or
 e

rro
rs

. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 c

or
re

ct
 

ba
sic

 g
ra

m
m

ar
; u

se
 w

rit
in

g 
co

nv
en

tio
ns

 
su

ch
 a

s 
ca

pi
ta

liz
at

io
n 

an
d 

ba
sic

 
pu

nc
tu

at
io

n;
 d

iff
er

en
tia

te
 c

om
pl

et
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
fro

m
 fr

ag
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 u
se

 
st

an
da

rd
 w

or
d 

or
de

r; 
an

d 
wr

ite
 a

 s
to

ry
 

us
in

g 
co

m
pl

et
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
wi

th
 a

cc
ur

at
e 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
an

d 
ea

se
 a

pp
ro

ac
hi

ng
 a

 
na

tiv
e 

wr
ite

r; 
er

ro
rs

 d
o 

no
t i

nt
er

fe
re

 w
ith

 
co

m
m

un
ica

tio
n.

 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 

au
xil

ia
ry

 v
er

b 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

ns
, d

es
cr

ib
e 

or
 

ex
pl

ai
n 

wi
th

 s
im

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

or
 s

en
te

nc
es

 
th

at
 m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 s

om
e 

er
ro

rs
 th

at
 d

o 
no

t 
im

pe
de

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
; w

rit
e 

sim
pl

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

su
gg

es
te

d 
by

 a
 s

er
ie

s 
of

 
pi

ct
ur

es
 w

ith
 o

rg
an

iza
tio

na
l, 

gr
am

m
at

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, a
nd

/o
r m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l e
rro

rs
 th

at
 

lim
it 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

at
te

m
pt

 to
 w

rit
e 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e,

 e
xp

lai
n,

 
co

m
pa

re
, o

r e
xp

re
ss

 in
 s

im
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

s 
th

at
 c

on
ve

y 
m

ea
ni

ng
 b

ut
 m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 

er
ro

rs
 in

 s
tru

ct
ur

e,
 g

ra
m

m
ar

, w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

, a
nd

/o
r m

ec
ha

ni
cs

 th
at

 im
pe

de
 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

Re
ad

in
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 
id

en
tif

y 
tw

o-
sy

lla
bl

e 
wo

rd
s 

an
d 

rh
ym

in
g 

wo
rd

s 
wr

itt
en

 w
ith

 d
ig

ra
ph

s, 
us

e 
co

m
m

on
 m

ul
tip

le-
m

ea
ni

ng
 w

or
ds

, 
de

te
rm

in
e 

st
or

y 
se

qu
en

ce
 a

nd
 m

ai
n 

id
ea

 o
f f

ict
io

n 
an

d 
ac

ad
em

ic 
te

xt
s, 

dr
aw

 c
on

clu
sio

ns
 a

nd
 g

en
er

ali
za

tio
ns

, 
an

d 
us

e 
se

lf-
m

on
ito

rin
g 

te
ch

ni
qu

e 
to

 
ch

ec
k 

fo
r u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 id

en
tif

y 
rh

ym
in

g 
wo

rd
s 

wr
itt

en
 w

ith
 

di
ph

th
on

gs
, i

de
nt

ify
 s

ho
rt 

an
d 

lo
ng

 
vo

we
l s

ou
nd

s 
an

d 
les

s-
fre

qu
en

t 
en

di
ng

 s
ou

nd
s, 

id
en

tif
y 

sy
no

ny
m

s 
of

 
so

cia
l a

nd
 a

ca
de

m
ic 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y, 
us

e 
co

nt
ex

t c
lu

es
 to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

, 
re

ca
ll i

m
pl

ici
t d

et
ail

s, 
de

sc
rib

e 
a 

ch
ar

ac
te

r, 
m

ak
e 

in
fe

re
nc

es
 in

 c
on

te
xt

, 
an

d 
tra

ns
fe

r c
on

ce
pt

s 
to

 n
ew

 
sit

ua
tio

ns
. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 id

en
tif

y 
on

e-
sy

lla
bl

e 
wo

rd
s 

an
d 

en
di

ng
 

so
un

ds
, m

at
ch

 w
or

ds
 to

 d
ef

in
iti

on
s 

or
 

de
sc

rip
tio

ns
, r

ec
all

 s
ta

te
d 

de
ta

ils
, a

nd
 

de
te

rm
in

e 
a 

ch
ar

ac
te

r’s
 fe

eli
ng

. 

Ea
rly

 in
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

id
en

tif
y 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
so

un
ds

 a
nd

 c
las

sif
y 

re
lat

ed
 o

bj
ec

ts
 in

 a
 g

ro
up

. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 

sk
ills

 in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 

Lis
te

ni
ng

 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 fo
llo

w 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 
us

in
g 

ac
ad

em
ic 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 fo

llo
w 

m
or

e 
co

m
pl

ex
 d

ire
ct

io
ns

, r
ec

all
 

su
bt

le 
de

ta
ils

 in
 a

n 
or

al 
st

or
y, 

an
d 

de
te

rm
in

e 
m

ain
 id

ea
 o

f a
n 

or
al 

st
or

y. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 fo

llo
w 

or
al 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 u

sin
g 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
re

lat
ed

 to
 

ho
m

e/
sc

ho
ol

 
en

vir
on

m
en

t, 
re

ca
ll 

st
at

ed
 d

et
ai

ls 
in

 a
n 

or
al 

st
or

y, 
an

d 
m

ak
e 

sim
pl

e 
in

fe
re

nc
es

. 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 
st

ud
en

ts
 ty

pi
ca

lly
 fo

llo
w 

sim
pl

e 
or

al 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

 
id

en
tif

y 
hi

gh
-fr

eq
ue

nc
y 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
re

lat
ed

 to
 

ho
m

e/
sc

ho
ol

 
en

vir
on

m
en

t. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 d
ev

elo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 

sk
ills

 in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 

Sp
ea

kin
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 p
ro

du
ce

 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 m
or

e 
so

ph
ist

ica
te

d 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

an
d 

wi
th

ou
t e

rro
rs

 in
 g

ra
m

m
ar

 
wh

en
 p

ro
vid

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 d
es

cr
ib

in
g 

so
cia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
, d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
a 

m
ul

ti-
st

ep
 

pr
oc

es
s, 

or
 e

xp
lai

ni
ng

 re
as

on
in

g.
 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 c

on
ve

rs
e 

in
 

co
m

pl
et

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 g
ra

m
m

ar
 a

nd
/o

r 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

er
ro

rs
, p

ro
du

ce
 a

cc
ur

at
e 

lab
els

 
fo

r l
es

s-
co

m
m

on
 o

bj
ec

ts
, p

ro
du

ce
 

gr
am

m
at

ica
lly

 c
or

re
ct

 s
en

te
nc

es
 w

he
n 

de
sc

rib
in

g 
so

cia
l s

itu
at

io
ns

 o
r a

 m
ul

ti-
st

ep
 

pr
oc

es
s 

or
 e

xp
lai

ni
ng

 re
as

on
in

g,
 a

nd
 te

ll a
 

sim
pl

e 
st

or
y 

wi
th

 m
os

tly
 c

or
re

ct
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
an

d 
sim

pl
e 

gr
am

m
ar

. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 p
hr

as
es

 w
he

n 
ex

pr
es

sin
g 

a 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

, a
sk

in
g 

qu
es

tio
ns

, 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

ex
pl

an
at

io
ns

, 
na

m
in

g 
co

m
m

on
 o

bj
ec

ts
, a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
co

m
m

on
 fu

nc
tio

ns
; p

ro
du

ce
 s

en
te

nc
es

 w
ith

 
er

ro
rs

 w
he

n 
de

sc
rib

in
g 

so
cia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
; 

an
d 

te
ll a

 s
im

pl
e 

st
or

y 
wi

th
 fr

eq
ue

nt
 e

rro
rs

 
th

at
 in

te
rfe

re
 w

ith
 c

om
m

un
ica

tio
n.

 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
fo

r c
om

m
on

 o
bj

ec
ts

 in
 s

oc
ia

l 
an

d 
ac

ad
em

ic 
sit

ua
tio

ns
, p

ro
du

ce
 w

or
ds

 
an

d 
ph

ra
se

s 
wh

en
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
so

cia
l 

sit
ua

tio
ns

, a
nd

 u
se

 b
as

ic 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

an
d 

sim
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

s 
or

 s
en

te
nc

es
 re

lat
ed

 to
 a

 
se

qu
en

ce
 o

f p
ict

ur
es

 a
bo

ut
 fa

m
ilia

r 
se

tti
ng

s. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

 

5 
Ab

ov
e 

Pr
of

ici
en

t 

4 
Pr

of
ici

en
t 

3 
In

te
r-

m
ed

ia
te

 

2 
Ea

rly
 

In
te

r-
m

ed
ia

te
 

1 
Be

gi
nn

in
g 

	  



	  	  

LAS Links Proficiency Level Descriptors for Grades 4-5 
 

Ov
er

al
l 

A 
Le

ve
l 5

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 E

ng
lis

h,
 w

ith
 fe

w 
if 

an
y 

er
ro

rs
, a

cr
os

s 
a 

wi
de

 ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 

lan
gu

ag
e 

de
m

an
ds

 in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

.  
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t c
om

m
an

ds
 a

 h
ig

h 
de

gr
ee

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 
an

d 
re

ce
pt

ive
 c

on
tro

l o
f l

ex
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, p

ho
no

lo
gi

ca
l, 

an
d 

di
sc

ou
rs

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

he
n 

ad
dr

es
sin

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r 
to

pi
cs

. 

A 
Le

ve
l 4

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
ac

ro
ss

 a
 ra

ng
e 

of
 g

ra
de

-le
ve

l-
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 la
ng

ua
ge

 d
em

an
ds

 in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 
co

nt
ex

t, 
ev

en
 th

ou
gh

 e
rro

rs
 o

cc
ur

.  
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t e
xh

ib
its

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 a

nd
 re

ce
pt

ive
 

co
nt

ro
l o

f l
ex

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, p
ho

no
lo

gi
ca

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 w
he

n 
ad

dr
es

sin
g 

ne
w 

an
d 

fa
m

ilia
r t

op
ics

. 

A 
Le

ve
l 3

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 e

ffe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
ac

ro
ss

 a
 

wi
de

 ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 

lan
gu

ag
e 

de
m

an
ds

 in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

.  
Er

ro
rs

 in
te

rfe
re

 w
ith

 c
om

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  R
ep

et
iti

on
 a

nd
 n

eg
ot

ia
tio

n 
ar

e 
of

te
n 

ne
ed

ed
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t e

xh
ib

its
 a

 
lim

ite
d 

ra
ng

e 
of

 le
xic

al,
 s

yn
ta

ct
ic,

 
ph

on
ol

og
ica

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 w
he

n 
ad

dr
es

sin
g 

ne
w 

an
d 

fa
m

ilia
r t

op
ics

. 

A 
Le

ve
l 2

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 in

 E
ng

lis
h 

wi
th

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 
co

nt
ex

t. 
 E

rro
rs

 im
pe

de
 b

as
ic 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  L
ex

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, 
ph

on
ol

og
ica

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
re

 
em

er
gi

ng
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 1

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 u
se

s 
of

 E
ng

lis
h 

in
 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 c

on
te

xt
, a

lth
ou

gh
 c

om
pr

eh
en

sio
n 

m
ay

 b
e 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

d 
no

nv
er

ba
lly

 o
r 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

na
tiv

e 
lan

gu
ag

e,
 ra

th
er

 th
an

 
En

gl
ish

. 

Wr
iti

ng
 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 u
se

 
irr

eg
ul

ar
 p

lu
ra

ls,
 a

pp
ro

pr
iat

e 
ar

tic
les

, a
nd

 
co

m
m

as
 in

 a
 d

at
e;

 d
iff

er
en

tia
te

 c
om

pl
et

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

fro
m

 ru
n-

on
s. 

 T
he

y 
wr

ite
 fl

ue
nt

ly 
to

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
a 

pi
ct

ur
e 

or
 to

 e
xp

lai
n 

a 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

; c
om

m
un

ica
tio

n 
is 

cle
ar

 a
nd

 
co

m
pl

et
e,

 th
ou

gh
 it

 m
ay

 c
on

ta
in

 m
in

or
 

er
ro

rs
 in

 m
ec

ha
ni

cs
. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 v

er
b 

te
ns

e 
ag

re
em

en
t a

nd
 o

bj
ec

t p
ro

no
un

s; 
us

e 
ca

pi
ta

liz
at

io
n 

an
d 

ba
sic

 p
un

ct
ua

tio
n;

 
di

ffe
re

nt
ia

te
 c

om
pl

et
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
fro

m
 

fra
gm

en
ts

; c
or

re
ct

ly 
pl

ac
e 

ad
jec

tiv
es

 a
nd

 
ad

ve
rb

s 
in

 s
en

te
nc

es
; w

rit
e 

us
in

g 
co

m
pl

et
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
wi

th
 a

cc
ur

at
e 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
an

d 
ea

se
 a

pp
ro

ac
hi

ng
 a

 n
at

ive
 w

rit
er

; e
rro

rs
 d

o 
no

t i
nt

er
fe

re
 w

ith
 c

om
m

un
ica

tio
n.

 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 c

or
re

ct
 

ba
sic

 g
ra

m
m

ar
; u

se
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

wo
rd

 o
rd

er
; 

de
sc

rib
e 

or
 e

xp
lai

n 
wi

th
 s

im
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

s 
or

 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

th
at

 m
ay

 c
on

ta
in

 s
om

e 
er

ro
rs

 th
at

 
do

 n
ot

 im
pe

de
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

; w
rit

e 
sim

pl
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
su

gg
es

te
d 

by
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

of
 p

ict
ur

es
 

wi
th

 o
rg

an
iza

tio
na

l, 
gr

am
m

at
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, 

an
d/

or
 m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l e
rro

rs
 th

at
 lim

it 
co

m
m

un
ica

tio
n.

 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 a

tte
m

pt
 

to
 w

rit
e 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e,

 e
xp

lai
n,

 c
om

pa
re

, o
r 

ex
pr

es
s 

in
 s

im
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

s 
th

at
 c

on
ve

y 
m

ea
ni

ng
 b

ut
 m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 e

rro
rs

 in
 s

tru
ct

ur
e,

 
gr

am
m

ar
, w

or
d 

ch
oi

ce
, a

nd
/o

r m
ec

ha
ni

cs
 

th
at

 im
pe

de
 c

om
m

un
ica

tio
n.

 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 s
kil

ls 
in

 E
ng

lis
h.

 

Re
ad

in
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 d
ivi

de
 

wo
rd

s 
in

to
 s

yll
ab

les
, u

se
 k

no
wl

ed
ge

 o
f l

ow
-

fre
qu

en
cy

 a
ffi

xe
s 

to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
wo

rd
-

m
ea

ni
ng

, i
de

nt
ify

 rh
ym

in
g 

wo
rd

s 
an

d 
lo

w-
fre

qu
en

cy
 s

yn
on

ym
s 

an
d 

an
to

ny
m

s, 
us

e 
pr

ed
ict

io
n 

to
 re

ad
 fl

ue
nt

ly,
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
st

or
y 

se
qu

en
ce

 a
nd

 m
ai

n 
id

ea
, a

nd
 u

se
 s

elf
-

m
on

ito
rin

g 
te

ch
ni

qu
e 

to
 c

he
ck

 fo
r 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g.
 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 k

no
wl

ed
ge

 
of

 lo
we

r-f
re

qu
en

cy
 a

ffi
xe

s 
to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

wo
rd

 m
ea

ni
ng

; i
de

nt
ify

 s
yn

on
ym

s; 
us

e 
co

nt
ex

t c
lu

es
 to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

; r
ea

d 
fo

r s
pe

cif
ic 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
 a

 c
ha

rt,
 ta

bl
e,

 o
r 

di
ag

ra
m

; r
ec

all
 im

pl
ici

t d
et

ail
s; 

in
fe

r 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
dr

aw
 c

on
clu

sio
ns

; a
nd

 
de

te
rm

in
e 

th
e 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
na

l s
tru

ct
ur

e 
of

 a
 

pa
ss

ag
e.

 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 d

ivi
de

 
un

fa
m

ilia
r w

or
ds

 in
to

 a
ffi

x a
nd

 ro
ot

 w
or

d,
 

us
e 

kn
ow

led
ge

 o
f h

ig
h-

fre
qu

en
cy

 a
ffi

xe
s 

to
 

de
te

rm
in

e 
wo

rd
 m

ea
ni

ng
, a

nd
 re

ca
ll s

ta
te

d 
de

ta
ils

. 

Ea
rly

 in
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 d

ivi
de

 
hi

gh
-fr

eq
ue

nc
y 

wo
rd

s 
in

to
 a

ffi
x a

nd
 ro

ot
 

wo
rd

. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

Lis
te

ni
ng

 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 fo
llo

w 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 
us

in
g 

ph
ra

sa
l v

er
bs

, r
ec

all
 

su
bt

le 
de

ta
ils

 in
 a

 c
las

sr
oo

m
 

di
sc

us
sio

n,
 a

 c
las

s 
les

so
n,

 
or

 a
n 

or
al 

st
or

y, 
an

d 
de

te
rm

in
e 

ke
y 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

to
 s

um
m

ar
ize

 a
 ta

sk
. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

fo
llo

w 
m

ul
ti-

st
ep

 d
ire

ct
io

ns
 

us
in

g 
ac

ad
em

ic 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y, 

re
ca

ll s
ta

te
d 

de
ta

ils
 in

 a
 

cla
ss

ro
om

 d
isc

us
sio

n 
an

d 
a 

cla
ss

 le
ss

on
, i

de
nt

ify
 

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f s

te
ps

, a
nd

 
de

te
rm

in
e 

m
ai

n 
id

ea
 o

f a
 

cla
ss

 le
ss

on
. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 fo

llo
w 

or
al 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 u

sin
g 

ba
sic

 
ac

ad
em

ic 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

an
d 

in
te

rp
re

t s
pe

cif
ic 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
wi

th
in

 a
 s

ch
oo

l s
et

tin
g.

 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 re

ca
ll i

m
po

rta
nt

 
ba

sic
 d

et
ai

ls 
in

 a
n 

or
al 

st
or

y. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 d
ev

elo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 

sk
ills

 in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 

Sp
ea

kin
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 p
ro

du
ce

 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 m
or

e 
so

ph
ist

ica
te

d 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

an
d 

wi
th

ou
t g

ra
m

m
ar

 e
rro

rs
 

wh
en

 p
ro

vid
in

g 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
so

cia
l s

itu
at

io
ns

, a
sk

in
g 

qu
es

tio
ns

, 
ex

pr
es

sin
g 

op
in

io
ns

, e
xp

lai
ni

ng
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

, 
co

nd
uc

tin
g 

tra
ns

ac
tio

ns
, g

ivi
ng

 d
ire

ct
io

ns
 

an
d 

de
sc

rib
in

g 
lo

ca
tio

n;
 th

ey
 u

se
 p

re
cis

e 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

to
 id

en
tif

y 
an

d 
de

sc
rib

e 
ob

jec
ts

. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 p

ro
du

ce
 

co
m

pl
et

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 m
in

or
 e

rro
rs

 in
 

gr
am

m
ar

/v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

wh
en

 p
ro

vid
in

g 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 a

sk
in

g 
qu

es
tio

ns
, e

xp
lai

ni
ng

 a
 

pr
oc

es
s, 

an
d 

ex
pr

es
sin

g 
an

 o
pi

ni
on

, 
pr

od
uc

e 
ac

cu
ra

te
 la

be
ls 

fo
r l

es
s-

co
m

m
on

-
ob

jec
ts

 a
nd

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 
co

m
m

on
 o

bj
ec

ts
, a

nd
 te

ll a
 s

im
pl

e 
st

or
y 

wi
th

 
m

os
tly

 c
or

re
ct

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

an
d 

sim
pl

e 
gr

am
m

ar
. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 p
hr

as
es

 w
he

n 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 c
on

du
ct

in
g 

tra
ns

ac
tio

ns
, g

ivi
ng

 d
ire

ct
io

ns
, a

nd
 

de
sc

rib
in

g 
lo

ca
tio

n;
 p

ro
du

ce
 a

cc
ur

at
e 

lab
els

 
fo

r c
om

m
on

 o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 fu
nc

tio
ns

; p
ro

du
ce

 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 s
om

e 
er

ro
rs

 w
he

n 
de

sc
rib

in
g 

so
cia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
, a

nd
 te

ll a
 s

im
pl

e 
st

or
y 

wi
th

 
fre

qu
en

t e
rro

rs
 in

 g
ra

m
m

ar
 a

nd
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y. 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 id

en
tif

y 
ve

ry
 c

om
m

on
 o

bj
ec

ts
 in

 s
oc

ia
l s

itu
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 
de

sc
rib

e 
th

ei
r f

un
ct

io
n 

in
 s

im
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

s, 
pr

od
uc

e 
wo

rd
s 

an
d 

ph
ra

se
s 

wh
en

 d
es

cr
ib

in
g 

so
cia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
, a

nd
 u

se
 b

as
ic 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
an

d 
sim

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

re
lat

ed
 to

 a
 s

eq
ue

nc
e 

of
 

pi
ct

ur
es

 a
bo

ut
 fa

m
ilia

r s
et

tin
gs

. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

 

5 
Ab

ov
e 

Pr
of

ici
en

t 

4 
Pr

of
ici

en
t 

3 
In

te
r-

m
ed

ia
te

 

2 
Ea

rly
 

In
te

r-
m

ed
ia

te
 

1 
Be

gi
nn

in
g 



	  	  

LAS Links Proficiency Level Descriptors for Grades 6-8 

 

Ov
er

al
l 

A 
Le

ve
l 5

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 

En
gl

ish
, w

ith
 fe

w 
if 

an
y 

er
ro

rs
, a

cr
os

s 
a 

wi
de

 
ra

ng
e 

of
 g

ra
de

-le
ve

l-a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 la
ng

ua
ge

 
de

m
an

ds
 in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 c

on
te

xt
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t 

co
m

m
an

ds
 a

 h
ig

h 
de

gr
ee

 o
f p

ro
du

ct
ive

 a
nd

 
re

ce
pt

ive
 c

on
tro

l o
f l

ex
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, 

ph
on

ol
og

ica
l, 

an
d 

di
sc

ou
rs

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

he
n 

ad
dr

es
sin

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r t
op

ics
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 4

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 

En
gl

ish
 a

cr
os

s 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 la

ng
ua

ge
 d

em
an

ds
 in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 

co
nt

ex
t, 

ev
en

 th
ou

gh
 e

rro
rs

 o
cc

ur
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t e

xh
ib

its
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 a
nd

 re
ce

pt
ive

 
co

nt
ro

l o
f l

ex
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, p

ho
no

lo
gi

ca
l, 

an
d 

di
sc

ou
rs

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

he
n 

ad
dr

es
sin

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r t
op

ics
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 3

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 e

ffe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
ac

ro
ss

 a
 

wi
de

 ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 

lan
gu

ag
e 

de
m

an
ds

 in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

.  
Er

ro
rs

 in
te

rfe
re

 w
ith

 c
om

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  R
ep

et
iti

on
 a

nd
 n

eg
ot

ia
tio

n 
ar

e 
of

te
n 

ne
ed

ed
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t e

xh
ib

its
 a

 
lim

ite
d 

ra
ng

e 
of

 le
xic

al,
 s

yn
ta

ct
ic,

 p
ho

no
lo

gi
ca

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 w
he

n 
ad

dr
es

sin
g 

ne
w 

an
d 

fa
m

ilia
r t

op
ics

. 

A 
Le

ve
l 2

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 in

 E
ng

lis
h 

wi
th

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 
co

nt
ex

t. 
 E

rro
rs

 im
pe

de
 b

as
ic 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  L
ex

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, 
ph

on
ol

og
ica

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
re

 
em

er
gi

ng
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 1

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 u
se

s 
of

 E
ng

lis
h 

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

, a
lth

ou
gh

 c
om

pr
eh

en
sio

n 
m

ay
 

be
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
d 

no
nv

er
ba

lly
 o

r t
hr

ou
gh

 th
e 

na
tiv

e 
lan

gu
ag

e,
 ra

th
er

 th
an

 E
ng

lis
h.

 

Wr
iti

ng
 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 fo
rm

 
irr

eg
ul

ar
 p

lu
ra

ls,
 u

se
 s

ub
jec

t/v
er

b 
ag

re
em

en
t w

ith
 in

de
fin

ite
 p

ro
no

un
s, 

us
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 p

re
po

sit
io

ns
, d

iff
er

en
tia

te
 

co
m

pl
et

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

fro
m

 ru
n-

on
s, 

an
d 

wr
ite

 fl
ue

nt
ly 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

a 
pi

ct
ur

e 
or

 
ex

pl
ai

n 
a 

pr
ef

er
en

ce
; c

om
m

un
ica

tio
n 

is 
cle

ar
 a

nd
 c

om
pl

et
e,

 th
ou

gh
 it

 m
ay

 
co

nt
ai

n 
m

in
or

 e
rro

rs
. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 v

er
b 

te
ns

e 
ag

re
em

en
t a

nd
 s

ub
or

di
na

tin
g 

co
nj

un
ct

io
ns

; u
se

 c
ap

ita
liz

at
io

n 
an

d 
ba

sic
 

pu
nc

tu
at

io
n;

 c
or

re
ct

ly 
pl

ac
e 

ad
jec

tiv
es

 
an

d 
ad

ve
rb

s; 
di

ffe
re

nt
ia

te
 c

om
pl

et
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
fro

m
 fr

ag
m

en
ts

; w
rit

e 
wi

th
 

co
m

pl
et

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s, 

ac
cu

ra
te

 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y, 

an
d 

ea
se

 a
pp

ro
ac

hi
ng

 a
 

na
tiv

e 
wr

ite
r; 

er
ro

rs
 d

o 
no

t i
nt

er
fe

re
 w

ith
 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 b

as
ic 

gr
am

m
ar

; d
es

cr
ib

e 
a 

pi
ct

ur
e 

or
 e

xp
lai

n 
a 

pr
ef

er
en

ce
 b

y 
wr

iti
ng

 s
im

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

or
 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
th

at
 m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 s

om
e 

er
ro

rs
 

th
at

 d
o 

no
t i

m
pe

de
 u

nd
er

-s
ta

nd
in

g;
 a

nd
 

wr
ite

 s
im

pl
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
su

gg
es

te
d 

by
 a

 
se

rie
s 

of
 p

ict
ur

es
 w

ith
 o

rg
an

iza
tio

na
l, 

gr
am

m
at

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, a
nd

/o
r m

ec
ha

ni
c-

al 
er

ro
rs

 th
at

 lim
it 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

at
te

m
pt

 to
 w

rit
e 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e,

 e
xp

lai
n,

 
co

m
pa

re
, o

r e
xp

re
ss

 in
 s

im
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

s 
th

at
 c

on
ve

y 
m

ea
ni

ng
 b

ut
 m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 

er
ro

rs
 in

 s
tru

ct
ur

e,
 g

ra
m

m
ar

, w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

, a
nd

/o
r m

ec
ha

ni
cs

 th
at

 im
pe

de
 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

Re
ad

in
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 d
ivi

de
 

wo
rd

s 
in

to
 s

yll
ab

les
, u

se
 k

no
w-

led
ge

 o
f 

lo
w-

fre
qu

en
cy

 a
ffi

xe
s 

to
 d

et
er

-m
in

e 
wo

rd
 

m
ea

ni
ng

, i
de

nt
ify

 rh
ym

in
g 

wo
rd

s, 
sy

no
ny

m
s, 

an
d 

an
to

ny
m

s, 
in

te
rp

re
t l

ow
-

fre
qu

en
cy

 id
io

m
s, 

us
e 

pr
ed

ict
io

n 
to

 re
ad

 
flu

en
tly

, r
ec

all
 s

ub
tle

 d
et

ai
ls,

 id
en

tif
y 

au
th

or
’s 

pu
rp

os
e 

an
d 

ex
pl

ai
n 

an
 a

ut
ho

r’s
 

te
ch

ni
qu

es
, a

nd
 in

te
rp

re
t m

et
ap

ho
r i

n 
po

et
ry

. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 

kn
ow

led
ge

 o
f l

ow
er

-fr
eq

ue
nc

y 
pr

ef
ixe

s 
to

 
de

te
rm

in
e 

wo
rd

 m
ea

ni
ng

; i
nt

er
pr

et
 lo

w-
fre

qu
en

cy
 id

io
m

s; 
re

ca
ll s

ta
te

d 
an

d 
im

pl
ici

t d
et

ail
s 

in
 a

 v
ar

iet
y 

of
 g

en
re

s; 
re

ad
 fo

r s
pe

cif
ic 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
 a

 c
ha

rt,
 

ta
bl

e,
 o

r d
iag

ra
m

; d
et

er
m

in
e 

m
ain

 id
ea

 in
 

fic
tio

n 
an

d 
ac

ad
em

ic 
te

xt
s; 

an
d 

id
en

tif
y 

ch
ar

ac
te

r t
ra

its
. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 d

ivi
de

 
wo

rd
s 

in
to

 a
ffi

x a
nd

 ro
ot

 w
or

d,
 u

se
 

kn
ow

led
ge

 o
f h

ig
h-

fre
qu

en
cy

 a
ffi

xe
s 

to
 

de
te

rm
in

e 
wo

rd
 m

ea
ni

ng
, a

nd
 id

en
tif

y 
sy

no
ny

m
s 

of
 h

ig
h-

fre
qu

en
cy

 s
oc

ia
l a

nd
 

ac
ad

em
ic 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y. 

Ea
rly

 in
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

in
te

rp
re

t h
ig

h-
fre

qu
en

cy
 id

io
m

s. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

Lis
te

ni
ng

 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 fo
llo

w 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 
us

in
g 

ph
ra

sa
l v

er
bs

, r
ec

all
 

su
bt

le 
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

 a
 

cla
ss

ro
om

 d
isc

us
sio

n 
or

 a
 

len
gt

hy
 o

ra
l s

to
ry

, d
et

er
m

in
e 

ke
y 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

to
 

su
m

m
ar

ize
 a

 ta
sk

, a
nd

 d
ra

w 
co

nc
lu

sio
ns

 a
bo

ut
 a

 
ch

ar
ac

te
r i

n 
an

 o
ra

l s
to

ry
. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

de
te

rm
in

e 
m

ai
n 

id
ea

 o
f a

 
cla

ss
ro

om
 d

isc
us

sio
n,

 in
fe

r 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 fr
om

 s
ta

te
m

en
ts

, 
an

d 
in

fe
r s

im
pl

e 
co

nc
lu

sio
ns

 
fro

m
 a

n 
or

al 
st

or
y. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 fo

llo
w 

m
ul

ti-
st

ep
 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 u

sin
g 

ac
ad

em
ic 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
an

d 
re

ca
ll s

ta
te

d 
de

ta
ils

 in
 a

 c
las

sr
oo

m
 

di
sc

us
sio

n 
or

 a
 s

ho
rt 

or
al 

st
or

y. 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 re

ca
ll i

m
po

rta
nt

 
ba

sic
 d

et
ai

ls 
in

 a
 c

las
sr

oo
m

 
di

sc
us

sio
n.

 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 d
ev

elo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 

sk
ills

 in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 

Sp
ea

kin
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 p
ro

du
ce

 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 s
op

hi
st

ica
te

d 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

an
d 

wi
th

ou
t g

ra
m

m
ar

 e
rro

rs
 w

he
n 

ex
pr

es
sin

g 
an

 o
pi

ni
on

, p
ro

vid
in

g 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 c

on
du

ct
in

g 
tra

ns
ac

tio
ns

, o
r 

m
ak

in
g 

re
qu

es
ts

; p
ro

du
ce

 p
re

cis
e 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
wh

en
 id

en
tif

yin
g 

an
d 

de
sc

rib
in

g 
ob

jec
ts

; u
se

 c
om

pl
ex

 s
en

te
nc

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

an
d 

ac
cu

ra
te

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

wh
en

 e
xp

lai
ni

ng
 a

 
pr

oc
es

s. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 p

ro
du

ce
 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
wi

th
 m

in
or

 e
rro

rs
 w

he
n 

ex
pr

es
sin

g 
an

 o
pi

ni
on

, p
ro

vid
in

g 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 c

on
du

ct
in

g 
a 

tra
ns

ac
tio

n,
 

m
ak

in
g 

a 
re

qu
es

t, 
ex

pl
ain

in
g 

a 
pr

oc
es

s, 
gi

vin
g 

di
re

ct
io

ns
, a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
lo

ca
tio

ns
 

an
d 

so
cia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
; u

se
 a

cc
ur

at
e 

lab
els

 
fo

r c
om

m
on

 o
bj

ec
ts

; a
nd

 te
ll a

 s
im

pl
e 

st
or

y 
wi

th
 m

os
tly

 c
or

re
ct

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

an
d 

gr
am

m
ar

. 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 p
hr

as
es

 w
he

n 
ex

pr
es

sin
g 

an
 o

pi
ni

on
, p

ro
vid

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 c
on

du
ct

in
g 

a 
tra

ns
ac

tio
n,

 o
r 

de
sc

rib
in

g 
co

m
m

on
 fu

nc
tio

n;
 p

ro
du

ce
 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
wi

th
 s

om
e 

er
ro

rs
 w

he
n 

de
sc

rib
in

g 
co

m
m

on
 s

oc
ia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
; a

nd
 

te
ll a

 s
im

pl
e 

st
or

y 
wi

th
 fr

eq
ue

nt
 g

ra
m

m
ar

 
an

d/
or

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

er
ro

rs
 th

at
 in

te
rfe

re
 w

ith
 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

iat
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 ty
pi

ca
lly

 
pr

od
uc

e 
wo

rd
s 

an
d 

ph
ra

se
s 

wh
en

 
de

sc
rib

in
g 

so
cia

l s
itu

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 g

ivi
ng

 
di

re
ct

io
ns

, u
se

 s
im

pl
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
wi

th
 

er
ro

rs
 in

 g
ra

m
m

ar
 a

nd
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
th

at
 

in
te

rfe
re

 w
ith

 c
om

m
un

ica
tio

n 
wh

en
 

de
sc

rib
in

g 
lo

ca
tio

n,
 a

nd
 u

se
 b

as
ic 

vo
ca

bu
lar

y 
an

d 
sim

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

re
lat

ed
 to

 a
 

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f p

ict
ur

es
 a

bo
ut

 fa
m

ilia
r 

se
tti

ng
s. 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

 

5 
Ab

ov
e 

Pr
of

ici
en

t 

4 
Pr

of
ici

en
t 

3 
In

te
r-

m
ed

ia
te

 

2 
Ea

rly
 

In
te

r-
m

ed
ia

te
 

1 
Be

gi
nn

in
g 

	  
	  



LAS Links Proficiency Level Descriptors for Grades 9-12 

 

Ov
er

al
l 

A 
Le

ve
l 5

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 

En
gl

ish
, w

ith
 fe

w 
if 

an
y 

er
ro

rs
, a

cr
os

s 
a 

wi
de

 
ra

ng
e 

of
 g

ra
de

-le
ve

l-a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 la
ng

ua
ge

 
de

m
an

ds
 in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 c

on
te

xt
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t 

co
m

m
an

ds
 a

 h
ig

h 
de

gr
ee

 o
f p

ro
du

ct
ive

 a
nd

 
re

ce
pt

ive
 c

on
tro

l o
f l

ex
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, 

ph
on

ol
og

ica
l, 

an
d 

di
sc

ou
rs

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

he
n 

ad
dr

es
sin

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r t
op

ics
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 4

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

m
un

ica
te

s 
ef

fe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 

En
gl

ish
 a

cr
os

s 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 la

ng
ua

ge
 d

em
an

ds
 in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 

co
nt

ex
t, 

ev
en

 th
ou

gh
 e

rro
rs

 o
cc

ur
.  

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t 

ex
hi

bi
ts

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 a

nd
 re

ce
pt

ive
 c

on
tro

l o
f 

lex
ica

l, 
sy

nt
ac

tic
, p

ho
no

lo
gi

ca
l, 

an
d 

di
sc

ou
rs

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

he
n 

ad
dr

es
sin

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r 
to

pi
cs

. 

A 
Le

ve
l 3

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 e

ffe
ct

ive
ly 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
ac

ro
ss

 a
 w

id
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 g
ra

de
-le

ve
l-a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 la

ng
ua

ge
 

de
m

an
ds

 in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

.  
Er

ro
rs

 in
te

rfe
re

 
wi

th
 c

om
m

un
ica

tio
n 

an
d 

co
m

pr
eh

en
sio

n.
  

Re
pe

tit
io

n 
an

d 
ne

go
tia

tio
n 

ar
e 

of
te

n 
ne

ed
ed

.  
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t e
xh

ib
its

 a
 lim

ite
d 

ra
ng

e 
of

 le
xic

al,
 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, p
ho

no
lo

gi
ca

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 
wh

en
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
ne

w 
an

d 
fa

m
ilia

r t
op

ics
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 2

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 d

ev
elo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
to

 
co

m
m

un
ica

te
 in

 E
ng

lis
h 

wi
th

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 
co

nt
ex

t. 
 E

rro
rs

 im
pe

de
 b

as
ic 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n 
an

d 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n.

  L
ex

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, 
ph

on
ol

og
ica

l, 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
re

 
em

er
gi

ng
. 

A 
Le

ve
l 1

 s
tu

de
nt

 is
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 d

ev
elo

p 
re

ce
pt

ive
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
ive

 u
se

s 
of

 E
ng

lis
h 

in
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
on

te
xt

, a
lth

ou
gh

 c
om

pr
eh

en
sio

n 
m

ay
 b

e 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
d 

no
nv

er
ba

lly
 o

r t
hr

ou
gh

 th
e 

na
tiv

e 
lan

gu
ag

e,
 ra

th
er

 th
an

 E
ng

lis
h.

 

Wr
iti

ng
 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 fo
rm

 
irr

eg
ul

ar
 p

lu
ra

ls,
 d

iff
er

en
tia

te
 c

om
pl

et
e 

de
cla

ra
tiv

e 
an

d 
im

pe
ra

tiv
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
fro

m
 

ru
n-

on
s 

an
d 

co
m

pl
ex

 fr
ag

m
en

ts
, a

nd
 w

rit
e 

flu
en

tly
 to

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
a 

pi
ct

ur
e 

or
 to

 e
xp

lai
n 

a 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

; c
om

m
un

ica
tio

n 
is 

cle
ar

 a
nd

 
co

m
pl

et
e,

 th
ou

gh
 it

 m
ay

 c
on

ta
in

 m
in

or
 

er
ro

rs
. 

Pr
of

ici
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 te

ns
e 

ag
re

em
en

t a
nd

 a
ux

ilia
ry

 v
er

bs
; u

se
 

ca
pi

ta
liz

at
io

n 
an

d 
ba

sic
 p

un
ct

ua
tio

n;
 

di
ffe

re
nt

ia
te

 c
om

pl
et

e 
de

cla
ra

tiv
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
fro

m
 fr

ag
m

en
ts

; c
or

re
ct

ly 
pl

ac
e 

ad
jec

tiv
es

 a
nd

 a
dv

er
bs

; a
nd

 w
rit

e 
us

in
g 

co
m

pl
et

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 a
cc

ur
at

e 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

an
d 

ea
se

 a
pp

ro
ac

hi
ng

 a
 n

at
ive

 
wr

ite
r; 

er
ro

rs
 d

o 
no

t i
nt

er
fe

re
 w

ith
 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
 c

or
re

ct
 

ba
sic

 g
ra

m
m

ar
; u

se
 c

or
re

ct
 w

or
d 

or
de

r i
n 

qu
es

tio
ns

; d
es

cr
ib

e 
or

 e
xp

lai
n 

wi
th

 s
im

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

or
 s

en
te

n-
ce

s 
th

at
 m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 

er
ro

rs
 th

at
 d

o 
no

t i
m

pe
de

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
; 

wr
ite

 s
im

pl
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
su

gg
es

te
d 

by
 a

 
se

rie
s 

of
 p

ict
ur

es
 w

ith
 o

rg
an

iza
tio

na
l, 

gr
am

-m
at

ica
l, 

sy
nt

ac
tic

, a
nd

/o
r m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l 
er

ro
rs

 th
at

 lim
it 

co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n.
 

Ea
rly

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

at
te

m
pt

 to
 w

rit
e 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e,

 e
xp

lai
n,

 
co

m
pa

re
, o

r e
xp

re
ss

 in
 s

im
pl

e 
ph

ra
se

s 
th

at
 c

on
ve

y 
m

ea
ni

ng
 b

ut
 m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 

er
ro

rs
 in

 s
tru

ct
ur

e,
 g

ra
m

m
ar

, w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

, 
an

d/
or

 m
ec

ha
ni

cs
 th

at
 im

pe
de

 
co

m
m

un
ica

tio
n.

 

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

re
ce

pt
ive

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

ive
 s

kil
ls 

in
 

En
gl

ish
. 

Re
ad

in
g 

Ab
ov

e 
Pr

of
ici

en
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 d
ivi

de
 

wo
rd

s 
in

to
 s

yll
ab

les
, u

se
 k

no
w-

led
ge

 o
f 

lo
w-

fre
qu

en
cy

 a
ffi

xe
s 

to
 d

et
er

-m
in

e 
wo

rd
 

m
ea

ni
ng

, i
de

nt
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